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Minutes of a meeting of the OPEN SPACES held on Monday 4th June 

2018 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, Stoneham Street. 
 

Agenda 

/Minute 

Number 
Agenda Item ACTION  

OS18/43.  Those present and apologies for absence 

Present: Cllrs Phillips, Frith, Thompson, Appleton-Claydon, Heaton, Keig 

& Culemann 

Apologies: Cllr Unsworth 

Not present: Cllr Horne 

Also present: Clerk – Debbie Morgan, five members of public 

 

OS18/44.  To elect a Chair of the Coggeshall Parish Council Open Spaces 

Standing Committee 

It was proposed to nominate Cllr Phillips as Chair of Open Spaces 

Committee 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Thompson, seconder Cllr Culemann – 

unanimous  

 

OS18/45.  To receive the Chair’s acceptance of office 

Received 

 

OS18/46.  To elect a Vice Chair of the Coggeshall Parish Council Open Spaces 

Standing Committee 

It was proposed to nominate Cllr Appleton-Claydon as Vice Chair of 

Open Spaces Committee 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Keig, seconder Cllr Thompson – unanimous 

 

OS18/47.  Councillors Declarations 

Cllr Appleton-Claydon and Keig declared a non-pecuniary interest in 

playground as they have children who use the facilities.  

 

OS18/48.  Minutes of previous meetings. 

The minutes of the Open Spaces meeting of Monday 16th April 2018 

were agreed as a true record. 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Appleton-Claydon, seconder Cllr Frith – 

unanimous 

 

OS18/49.  Public Participation session with respect to Agenda items and other 

matters of mutual interest.   

A resident spoke with regard to item OS18/55 with regard to the 

listening bench and advised the committee he was on hand to 

answer any questions.  

A resident spoke with regard to the memorial bench for her sister and 

advised the committee that they would be willing to maintain the 

bench.  

It was proposed to move items OS18/63 AND OS 18/55 to next on the 

agenda. 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Frith, seconder Cllr Culemann – unanimous 
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It was proposed to bring forward item OS18/60 for discussion  

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Appleton-Claydon, seconder Cllr Keig – 

unanimous 

OS18/50.  Clerk’s Report  

Instructions have been given to the tree surgeon to carry out the 

works to the trees and they have commenced work in the recreation 

ground today. 

Progress is slow with the new cemetery area. It appears that we will 

need to carry out a number of surveys and the fee proposal is on the 

agenda for discussion. 

The full time groundsman has returned to work today. The Hall 

Caretaker has been helping with weeding and general gardening 

duties.  (The committee commented how well the weeding had been 

done especially at the cemetery and the war memorial) 

The bee keeping licence has been signed by all parties. The licensee 

of the Donkey Field has now paid the back rent.  

The ROSPA Safety inspection of all our play equipment should be 

carried out in May/June. I am still waiting and chasing to hear when 

the remedial works will be instigated. 

Work has started today on the Little Park Project and should take 

about a week. 

The working party have not concluded the review of the cemetery 

regulations although this should be completed in time for the next 

meeting. 

We have agreement from Braintree that we can use £7,500 of S106 

money for the new path at the Owen Martin Nature Reserve. I am 

currently arranging a site meeting with BDC 

The clerk has not yet produced the application form for Busking in the 

Park due to other work pressures. Cllr Appleton-Claydon offered to 

produce the form.  

Braintree has carried out a number of patrols in the cemetery, but did 

not catch anyone allowing their dogs to foul and not picking it up. 

There is a group of residents who exercise their dogs off the lead in the 

unused part of section E. Signs have been placed in this area and the 

clerk has asked residents to keep their dogs on the lead. 

The clerk has been approached by the Amalgamated Charities with 

regard to the Parish Council repairing the wall which runs between 

the side of the Almshouses and the churchyard. The ownership of the 

wall is unknown and the clerk has asked for clarification.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr A-C 

OS18/51.  Correspondence received  

09-04-18 A resident Complaint about litter left in the recreation ground 

10-04-18 A resident Request for a tree to be pruned in the cemetery 

11-04-18 A resident Request for a memorial bench in the cemetery 

12-04-18 A resident Email regarding support for the Big Park Project 

13-04-18 A resident Email regarding support for the Big Park Project 

14-04-18 A resident Email regarding support for the Big Park Project 

16-04-18 A resident Email regarding support for the Big Park Project 
 

 

OS18/52.  To consider the recommendations from the working party with regard 

to changes to the burial fees 

It was proposed the fees would be increased from the 1st July 2018 as 

Clerk 
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presented by the working party.  The Clerk is to write to the 

undertakers and memorial masons.  

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Thompson, seconder Cllr Keig – unanimous 

OS18/53.  To agree a shared designated area in Section E for the burial of still 

born and infants under one year old 

It was proposed to allocate the area in section E to the south of plot 

E50 should the burial of a stillborn child or infant under one year be 

required. This would be in a shared grave with no EROB allocated.  

Memorials therefore would not be possible.  

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Culemann, seconder Cllr Appleton-Claydon – 

unanimous 

 

OS18/54.  To review the report from the Cemetery Development Services with 

regard to the provision of a new area for the burial of ashes. 

The clerk is to proceed with the application to the Secretary of State 

for the change of use and the quote from Cemetery Development 

Services will be considered once the Secretary of State’s decision has 

been received.  

Clerk 

OS18/55.  To consider a request for the Parish Council to adopt the Listening 

Bench 

The resident is to come back with the cost of the replacement battery 

and the matter is to be referred to the next meeting.  

 

OS18/56.  To consider a request from Coggeshall Football Club with regard to 

the use of the recreation ground for five a side football. 

The committee had concerns that recreation ground is not suitable as 

there were concerns with parking, loose dogs, noise nuisance to local 

residents, and also the waterlogging to the field in the winter months.   

It was proposed that the request should be declined. 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Thompson, seconder Cllr Appleton-Claydon – 

unanimous 

 

OS18/57.  To consider a request from the tapestry project to use the village hall 

on Saturday 30th June for three hours at a cost of £34.65 (Cllr Heaton) 

It was proposed that the Parish Council should cover the cost of the 

hall hire.  

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Appleton-Claydon, seconder Cllr Culemann – 

unanimous 

 

OS18/58.  To note the damage to the trees in the Quaker Burial ground, to agree 

the quotation of £400 for their removal and to agree any further action 

It was proposed that the Parish Council agree to the removal of the 

trees.  It was also proposed that the parents of those who damaged 

the trees should be asked to consider making contribution to the cost 

of a replacement and to be present at the planting of the 

replacement.  

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Frith seconder Cllr Appleton-Claydon, – 

unanimous 

Clerk 

OS18/59.  To consider a request to replace the bins in the playgrounds in 

Coggeshall (Cllr Appleton-Claydon) 

The bear bin in the small park in Stoneham Street is to be replaced by 

a Broxap Topsy 2000 litter bin at a cost of £153. 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Appleton-Claydon, seconder Cllr Culemann – 

Clerk 
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unanimous 

OS18/60.  To note the latest minutes from the Big Park Project and to consider 

and agree the next steps (Cllr Appleton-Claydon) 

Cllr Appleton-Claydon reported that she is currently getting 

conflicting advice with regard to whether the tender needs to go on 

the Contracts Finder website of if we can solely rely on the Braintree 

framework. It was proposed that scoring criteria are being developed 

and should be on the next Full Council meeting along with the review 

of the procurement process.  

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Appleton-Claydon, seconder Cllr Culemann – 

unanimous 

Cllr A-C 

OS18/61.  To consider a request from a resident with regard to the pruning of the 

oak tree in Section E of the cemetery 

It was proposed to agree to the pruning of the Oak Tree to a 

maximum of 1.5 metres. The resident would however, cover the cost.  

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Culemann seconder Cllr Thompson – 

unanimous 

Clerk 

OS18/62.  To consider a request from a resident with regard to the installation of 

a memorial bench in the cemetery 

Cllr Appleton-Claydon suggested that the bench could be situated in 

the Big Park.  The relatives are to provide details of bench designs for 

the next meeting.  

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Appleton-Claydon, seconder Cllr Thompson – 

unanimous 

 

OS18/63.  To note the response from Braintree District Council with regard to dog 

fouling in the cemetery and to consider delegating powers to one of 

the works operatives to have delegated enforcement powers.  

It was proposed to appoint one of the Groundsmen to receive 

delegated powers from BDC for the enforcement of dog fouling.  

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Culemann seconder Cllr Frith – unanimous 

 

OS18/64.  Items for the next agenda 

Listening Bench adoption 

Update on the memorial bench 

Look at community assets 

Update on the Owen Martin 

 

OS18/65.  To agree the date and time of the next meeting 

Monday 16th June at 7.30 pm 

 

 

The meeting closed at 21.20 hrs 

 


