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Minutes of a VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 

13th July 2020 at 7.30 pm 
 

Agenda 

/Minute 

Number 
Agenda Item 

Appendix 

Number  

2020/269.  Those present and apologies for absence 

Present: Cllrs Unsworth, Plumb, Culemann, Hagger, Barnes, Keig, 

Walsh, Smalley, Appleton-Claydon, Astley, Ross, Staines 

Not present, no apologies: Cllr Horne. 

Also present: Eight members of public, Alex Stevenson of the 

Neighbourhood Plan, County Councillor Robert Mitchell. In the 

absence of the Clerk, Cllr Appleton-Claydon took the minutes 

 

2020/270.  Councillors Declarations 

2020/288 Anna Appleton-Claydon declared an interest as Secretary 

of the Big Park Project fundraising group (BPPFG) 

2020/288 James Astley is a general member of the BPPFG (he will be 

in the discussion and vote) 

2020/288 Natasha Barnes is a general member of the BPPFG (she will 

be in the discussion and vote) 

2020/288 Michael Staines declared he has attended two meetings of 

the BPPFG 

 

2020/271.  Minutes of previous meetings. 

The minutes of the Full Council meeting of 3rd July 2020 were 

approved as a true record.   
Resolved: Proposer Cllr Culemann, seconder Cllr Appleton-Claydon– 

unanimous 

App 1 

2020/272.  Public Participation session with respect to Agenda items and other 

matters of mutual interest. 

A resident spoke regarding the playground and said at least one has 

been used throughout the lockdown and stated they thought the 

playgrounds should be re-opened.  

A resident reiterated a suggestion to remove litter bins so people will 

take their litter home.  

A resident mentioned that there is a tent near the bridge with a 

fishing rod. Cllr Unsworth will raise the issue with BDC. 

The Chair of the BPPFG spoke about the project asking the council to 

decide and not to go through more community consultation or re-

tender the project when so much consultation has taken place. She 

said the project is important for the community and has had a lot of 

backing. 

Furthermore, she added that any re-tender could risk losing the 

Enovert grant as well as the anonymous donation, which came from 
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a donor who has said they would give even more money in the 

future to complete the project.  

Cllr Unsworth suggested stated that there would be no re-tender of 

the BPP but CPC has to work within BDC’s framework. 

A resident reiterated support for the Big Park Project and said it is a 

good, attractive and cost-effective design and at the moment we 

should do something positive for the future of Coggeshall and 

people would have faith that things could be done. 

The NP was raised by a member of the Neighbourhood Plan sub-

committee calling for individuals and Cllrs to respond to the NP which 

is currently going through regulation 16. 

She expressed concerns that local Neighborhood Plans could be 

watered down by the removal of a paragraph in BDC’s 

recommendations for the Local Plan. She asked the PC to make a 

statement and offered to prepare a statement.  

Cllr Walsh offered to raise this at the Local Plan Committee.  

Cllr Astley suggested if the PC cannot move quickly enough, the NP 

subcommittee could.  

Cllr Unsworth advised that Cllr Walsh can propose an amendment at 

the Local Plan Committee. 

A resident raised concerns about a playground next to his property. 

Children who have been using it smoke cannabis and are involved in 

anti-social behavior.  

He spoke about the stress this has caused him and his family. He feels 

that some individuals have been particularly vindictive.  

Cllr Culemann suggested this goes on the agenda for the next Full 

Council meeting on the 3rd of August to be discussed. 

A resident raised questions with regards to the opening of 

playgrounds. She is in touch with the Clerk in that matter. 

She acknowledged that it will be the parents to ensure that the 

equipment is clean.  

She suggested some parents could join a rota to clean equipment. 

Two residents spoke about a new venture which they both initiated. 

They both worked previously at Honywood preschool and want to 

start a new company which would offer outdoor experience for 

young children. It is planned to set up after school clubs.  

They are looking at possible venues. Talks had been taken place with 

the primary school headteacher – activities could happen in their 

facilities. 

The question was raised whether certain open sites in the parish 

could be used and what sort of terms they would need to work 

under.  

Cllr Culemann pointed out that CPC cannot promote individual 

businesses but mentioned that CPC Open Space Committee might 

be able to discuss this matter.  

Cllr Hagger suggested to contact the Clerk and if necessary, the 

Council could deal with this issue at a later point of time. 

2020/273.  County Councillor’s & District Councillor’s Report 

Cllr Mitchell replied to points raised by members of the public.  

He advised the gentleman who spoke about the playground and 

anti-social behaviour to get as much evidence as possible. 
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On the pedestrianisation of Stoneham Street he advised that this is 

not quick or simple.  

ECC is working with towns where the greatest bang for buck can be 

achieved in reducing emissions and congestion.  

ECC is being pushed by Government to do this extra quickly.  

With regards to Dick Nunn’s Bridge he said that this was being looked 

at by contractors. Updated information will be soon available. 

Cllr Appleton-Claydon asked about an interim report that Cllr Mitchell 

may have seen.  

Cllr Mitchell replied that this was just a draft report with no interim 

findings. He sent it back for more information. More figures need to 

be sought on the cost of the bridge from the Morton Report, which is 

what contractors have been looking at.  

A resident referred to an analysis of figures which had been shared in 

the report.  

Cllr Mitchell advised that supply chain partners needed to be 

consulted.  

The question was raised whether the balance was tipping towards 

restoration or replacement. 

Cllr Mitchell confirmed that he is pushing for restoration, but more 

figures need to be provided.  

There has now been a more comprehensive review of what needs to 

be done.  

Cllr Plumb pointed out that there were four more accidents recently 

on the A120, with one at the junction with Colne Road that required 

the air ambulance. He believes that this is a traffic black-spot.  

He asked Cllr Mitchell to lobby the national authority as with the 

incinerator and quarry potentially adding more traffic to the roads, 

the number of lorries will increase and could cause more accidents.  

Cllr Mitchell responded that there is a proposal on the local high-

ways panel for the road coming from Earls Colne turning left to 

Colchester to be ‘smoothed off’.  

Nothing is likely to happen in the short term as they are looking at A12 

improvements in the short term and the effect that will have on 

traffic.  

Cllr Plumb believes the left turn would help with traffic coming south, 

but with the industrial estate and lorries turning across the A120, a 

blind spot is created due to the design of the junction.  

Cllr Unsworth explained undulations in the road caused drivers to 

think that they are being flashed to proceed across the road and 

addressing this could solve some of the problem.  

Cllr Unsworth also asked about Dick Nunn’s bridge and asked if it is a 

case of costing it. 

2020/274.  Clerk’s Report  

The initial landscaping works have now been completed for the 

cemetery extension and the area has been seeded. The clerk is now 

progressing with the planning application for the change of use. 

The contractor has been given the instructions to proceed to repair 

the wall to the recreation ground and it is hoped the work will be 

completed in the next few weeks. 

App 2 
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The contractor has been given the instruction to proceed with the 

remedial works to the bin area in the car park and will advise when 

ready to work on site 

Complaints about anti-social behaviour in the Fabián’s Close play 

area are still being received. The clerk has emailed the PCSO team 

and advised them of the issues and requested more frequent patrols. 

The clerk has received the forms for the application for the total road 

closure for the market. These have been forwarded onto the Market 

Working party for completion. The clerk has managed to gain an 

offer of the loan of road signs which will save the PC £300-500 . . 

The clerk is still awaiting to hear from the licencing department of 

BDC regarding the alcohol licence for Stoneham Street. Decisions will 

not be for six weeks from submission of application 

Braintree District Council have now confirmed that the Parish Council 

are free to co-opt for the South Ward vacancy. The vacancy is now 

being advertised with applications to be submitted to the clerk by 

Friday 17th July. 

The annual ROSPA inspection has been carried out on the play 

equipment in the council play areas. The clerk and the groundsmen 

will be working through the remedial works and this will be reported in 

further detail at the next meeting. 

The public consultation on the final neighbourhood plan 

commenced on 23rd June and ends on the 3rd August. A hard copy 

is available to view in the village hall subject to a prior appointment 

being made with the Parish Clerk. 

The damaged litter bin in Church Street has been replaced. 

2020/275.  Correspondence received  

 

02/07/2020 A Resident 
Complaint about grass 
cutting 

Clerk responded 

03/07/2020 
Suffolk 
Resident 

Offer of an ancient 
Coggeshall Clock 

Clerk responded 
and investigating 

 

App 3 

2020/276.  To note the report from the RFO 

I. To agree payments for June 2020 

II. To note bank balances 

III. To note the income and expenditure report 

It was agreed to accept payments for June 2020 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Culemann, Seconder: Cllr Plumb -  

Unanimous 

Bank balances and the income and expenditure report were noted 

App 4 

2020/277.  To note the ROSPA Inspection reports for the play equipment in the 

Coggeshall play parks and to agree the list of remedial works as 

prepared by the Clerk.  

It was agreed to accept the list subject to a review of the stills in the 

park by the doctors surgery next year due to frequent repairs. 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Culemann, Seconder Cllr Appleton-Claydon – 

Unanimous 

Cllr Unsworth asked the ROSPA reports to be officially released to the 

BPPFG 

App 5a 
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2020/278.  To note the latest Government Guidance on opening playgrounds 

and the risk assessment and to consider and agree if appropriate the 

opening of the playgrounds in Coggeshall. 

The latest Government Guidance on opening playgrounds and the 

risk assessment were noted. 

It was agreed to open the Playgrounds subject to signage, 

publicising the steps being taken on social media, and following 

Braintree District Council’s guidance on play areas and public 

spaces by 25th July. 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Unsworth, Seconder Cllr Culemann - 

Unanimous  

When publicising it should be noted that parents could be asked to 

help with cleaning if they wish to volunteer their services.  

A leaflet is to be produced before 25th July by the Clerk to share this 

information with parents following Government guidance. 

Action 

Clerk 

 

20.45 Cllr 

Ross left 

the 

meeting 

2020/279.  To note the latest Government Guidance on opening community 

centres and the risk assessment and to consider and agree if 

appropriate the opening of the village hall in Coggeshall. 

The latest Government Guidance on opening community centres 

and the risk assessment were noted. 

It was agreed to keep the Village Hall closed until further notice. 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Unsworth, Seconder Cllr Culemann –  

Unanimous 

App 6 

2020/280.  Update on the Local Plan (Cllr Walsh)  

Cllr Walsh provided an update on the Local Plan. He advised that the 

North East Garden Communities may be wound up. Further 

discussions are underway on the future of the Local Plan.  

Independent councillors have written to Priti Patel MP and asked her 

to write to the Secretary of State to support the recommendations of 

the planning inspector. 

Cllrs Unsworth added that the inspector has written another letter 

questioning the housing requirement for Braintree District. The ONS 

has taken over the calculation and the requirement has dropped by 

a figure between 7000 and 9000. BDC is still pushing for 14,000 homes. 

It is hoped that more challenge will be made on this. 

 

2020/281.  Update on IWMF (Cllr Walsh) 

Nothing further to add on the previous report. 

 

2020/282.  Update from the Market Working Party 

Update provided by Cllrs Staines and Unsworth. Progress is being 

made on a suggested pedestrianization trial for the market and 

licensing is being explored 

 

2020/283.  To agree if appropriate the appointment of a Councillor to the 

Allotment Sub-Committee 

It was agreed to appoint Cllr Ross to the Allotment Sub-Committee 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Astley, Seconder Cllr Appleton-Claydon 

Unanimous 

 

2020/284.  To agree if appropriate the appointment of a Councillor to the 

Personnel Committee 
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It was agreed to appoint Cllr Hagger to the Personnel Committee 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Culemann, Seconder Cllr Appleton-Claydon 9 

in favour, 2 abstentions 

2020/285.  To agree to the sending and publication of the attached statement 

with respect of the tree felling work behind Buxton Road, Coggeshall, 

discussed under Full Council item 2020/236 on 10th June. (Cllr Astley) 

It was agreed to send the statement by the 24th July to the list of 

recipients that the Clerk has been provided with 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Astley, Seconder Cllr Unsworth - Unanimous 

App 7 

2020/286.  To note the information received from the Coggeshall Residents 

Against the Quarry with regard to the proposed quarry.  

Noted 

Cllr Plumb raised information on beavers being used to great effect 

locally 

App 8 

2020/287.  To note the report from the Big Park Project Fundraising Group 

Noted 

App 9 

21.10 – 

Cllr AAC 

left the 

meeting 

2020/288.  To note and review the revised tender schedules for the Big Park 

Project and if appropriate to consider and agree the preferred 

option.  

It was agreed to postpone this item to the next Full Council meeting 

and a report to be provided ahead of that meeting from the BPP 

working party. 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Culemann, Seconder Cllr Unsworth 

9 in favour, 1 abstention 

Cllr Plumb supported a comment from Cllr Astley that the chair of the 

BPPFG should join the BPP working party meeting. 

Cllr Unsworth requested there should be an agenda item at the next 

meeting for the chair of the BPPFG to fully join the BPP working party 

21:28: It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to continue the 

meeting after 2 hours 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Appleton-Claydon, Seconder Cllr Culemann 

10 in favour, 1 abstention 

App 10 

 

21.15 Cllr 

AAC re-

joined the 

meeting 

after the 

vote 

2020/289.  To consider an ecologically friendly solution to issues raised by the 

public and councillors regarding the cutting of grass in the Parish. 

(Cllr Hagger) 

It was agreed to establish a working party dealing with the 

management of green spaces and for Cllrs Astley, Hagger and 

Unsworth to join the working party to undertake research and pro-

pose suggestions. 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Keig, Seconder Cllr Culemann - Unanimous 

App 11 

2020/290.  To consider the following Planning Applications 

 
APPLICATION NO : ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01 

DESCRIPTION : Details pursuant to condition 69 (High level 

restoration scheme) of planning permission 

ESS/03/18/BTE.  ESS/03/18/BTE was for 

 

https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01


 

 

 

Page 65 Signed…………………………………….. Date………………………... 

"Extraction of 2 million tonnes of sand and 

gravel (from Site A5 as identified in the Essex 

Minerals Local Plan 2014) including the 

retention of the existing access onto the A120, 

the processing plant (including sand and 

gravel washing plant), office and 

weighbridge, ready mix concrete plant, 

bagging unit, DSM plant, water and silt 

management systems and extension of the 

internal haul road into Site A5 with restoration 

to agriculture and biodiversity (species rich 

grassland and wetland)" 

LOCATION : Bradwell Quarry, Church Road, Bradwell, 

CM77 8EP 

Date for comments 17 JUL 2020 

It was agreed to ask for a six-weeks-extension to process all of the 

documents to allow for the Council to form a response at the next 

Full Council meeting 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Unsworth, Seconder Cllr Keig - Unanimous 

2020/291.  APPLICATION NO : 20/01003/HH  

DESCRIPTION : Part single, part two-storey rear extension to 

provide a utility room, enlarged kitchen, en-

suite/dressing room and insertion of a new door 

in garage side wall. 

LOCATION : 5 Prentice Place Coggeshall Essex CO6 1FH 

Date for comments Mon 03 Aug 2020 

No Comment 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Appleton-Claydon, Seconder Cllr Culemann - 

Unanimous 

 

2020/292.  Items for the next agenda 

Review the need for delegated powers and emergency procedures 

Local Plan 

Dick Nunn’s bridge 

Big Park Project 

Fabian’s Close playground 

Market 

A5 Quarry application 

Chair of the BPPFG to join the membership of the Big Park Project 

working party 

 

2020/293.  To note the date and time of the next meeting 

Monday 3rd August - 7.30 pm 

 

2020/294.  To close the meeting to the press and the public to discuss matters of 

a confidential nature 

It was agreed to close the meeting to the press and to the public 

Resolved: Proposer Cllr Culemann, Seconder Cllr Appleton-Claydon - 

9 in favour, 2 against 

 

2020/295.   App 12 

 

https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://planning.essex.gov.uk/planningapplication.aspx?AppNo=ESS/03/18/BTE/69/01
https://publicaccess.braintree.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QCHIXKBFMY200&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.braintree.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QCHIXKBFMY200&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.braintree.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QCHIXKBFMY200&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.braintree.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QCHIXKBFMY200&prevPage=inTray
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22.08 – 

Cllr 

Unsworth 

left the 

meeting 

 

The meeting closed at 22.14 pm 

 

 


