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POLICY FOR PRE-PLANNING APPLICATION (OUTLINE AND DETAILED) 

MEETINGS WITH DEVELOPERS 
 

 

POLICY 

Coggeshall Parish Council acknowledge that developers may wish to present proposals at 

Pre-Planning Application stage (outline, detailed planning and allocated sites) to the 

Parish Council, to seek its views and that of the local community. In order to avoid 

improper lobbying by a developer or creating a perception that the Council have a 

predetermined position about a proposed development, the Council will follow the 

procedure below: 

 

 

PROCEDURE 

 

1. The developer must provide information about the proposed development 

affecting the parish in writing. 

2. If the developer considers that information provided to the Parish Council is 

sensitive, this will not require the council to treat it as confidential. The developer 

must identify information that they want to be confidential, and explain the reasons 

in writing. If the developer has a legitimate expectation for confidentiality about 

the proposed development, the Council will keep a written record of the 

confidential and non-confidential issues. 

3. Information held by the Parish Council about a proposed development is subject to 

disclosure under the Data Protection and Information legislation. 

4. Communications between the developer of an allocated site and the Council or a 

committee about a pre-planning application development will not bind the 

council to making a particular decision.  Any Views expressed by the Council are, 

at best, provisional.  

5. A developer of an allocated site shall contact the clerk of the council if they wish to 

communicate with the council. Individual councillors may hold informal meetings 

only if they are given authorisation by the council or a committee.  Any meetings 

have to be arranged by the council or a committee. The clerk may be asked to 

attend and minute such meetings.  If a councillor, the clerk or any other proper 

officer of the council is addressed by a developer concerning a “pre-planning” 

application they must inform the council in writing at the earliest opportunity and 

the council will then decide about the further procedures. 

6. Developers attending public meetings of the council or a committee may speak 

like any other member of the public in accordance with section 3 of  the Council's 

Standing Orders. The council or the committee may close the meeting for the 

public in accordance with s.4 subsection d of the council’s Standing Orders if the 

developer wishes to present confidential or sensitive information. 



7. The minutes of the Council and committee meetings which record the decisions 

made at them are available to all on the Parish Council Website or on application 

from the Council Clerk/Office/Officer 

8. All developers of allocated sites who intend to approach the Council will be 

treated fair and equally.  The Council reserve the right to decide case by case 

what sort of communications with the developer of an allocated site is appropriate 

and how to proceed.  

9. It is an offence under section 1 of the Bribery Act 2010 for a developer or their 

agent to promise or give a financial or other advantage to the Parish council with 

the expectation of an improper consideration of a planning application. If the 

developer is an organisation, such as a charity or company, the council may 

request sight of the developer’s anti-bribery policy.  

 


